FRANCE AND THE 10-KILOMETER WITHDRAWAL   483
These were all approved. They also learned of Austria's
persistently intransigent attitude and of her declaration of
war; of Germany's apparent complete support of Austria;
of various visits which the German Ambassador had made
to the French Foreign Office which did not inspire con-
fidence as to Germany's desire for peace; of Sir Edward
Grey's unwillingness definitely to commit himself as to
England's future course; and of Sazonov's announcement
that Russia was about to order partial mobilization.2 At
a Cabinet meeting in the afternoon Poincare says he found
all the ministers "closely united in the resolution to do the
impossible to avoid war and also to neglect no preparations
for defense." 3
Late that night, or rather between 2 and 3 A.M. on
July 30, Izvolski communicated to the French Minister of
Foreign Affairs and the Minister of War a most important
telegram just received from St. Petersburg, indicating the
imminence of war. "Not being able to accede to Ger-
many's desire [that Russia cease her military prepara-
tions], it only remains for us to hasten our armaments and
regard war as imminent," Sazonov telegraphed. After ex-
pressing gratitude for Paleologue's declaration of complete
French support, "especially precious to us in the present
circumstances/' Sazonov added: "It would be extremely
desirable that England also, without losing time, should
join France and Russia, for only in this way can she pre-
vent a dangerous rupture of the European balance of
power."4
Viviani and Messimy at once held a conference at the
Elysee with Poincare, who had gone to bed. They ap-
passim; and the analysis of it by Montgelas in KSF, V, 1206-1220, Dec.
1927; Montgelas indicates that the French measures regularly preceded
the corresponding German ones, sometimes by as much as two or three
days. Cj. also the report of the British Military Attache in Paris on
July 29; B.D., 321.
2 Poincare, IV, 371-378; F.Y.B., 56-85.                3 Poincare, IV, 371.
a For this tg. no. 1551 from Sazonov, see above, ch. x, at note 42.